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Every Year thousands of dogs are given up by their families.  The reasons given are many from failing health of the owner, non-compatibility, and just not enough time.  Often, they are just abandoned and eventually end up in Animal Control or the Humane Society.  The lucky ones make it to us at Happy Tails Rescue, Inc.


http://happytailsrescueinc.wix.com/happy-tails-rescue                 Telephone: 704-507-5307
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Forward

Be a GREAT Foster Parent…

At Happy Tails Rescue, Inc., our goal is to keep all rescued dogs in a secure home environment rather than a boarding facility.  Because many of the dogs we rescue have been abused, abandoned, or neglected, the love a foster home provides is an important form of therapy the dog needs in order to adapt successfully to its new forever home.  Foster families provide daily socialization (with humans and other pets), as well as mental and physical stimulation for the dogs.  Interaction in a foster home allows Happy Tails to better understand the dog’s personality during the evaluation period, and foster parent feedback is invaluable when placing the rescued dog in the best possible “forever home”.  After all, who better knows the dog than you!












10 Great Reasons to Foster

1. Nothing is more satisfying than to make a sad dog happy again.
2. You’re saving a life!
3. Your dog gets a playmate.
4. It feels so good to change a dog’s bleak outlook to one of sheer happiness.
5. You become a lifetime member of the “Make a Difference Club”
6. You can’t find a stronger support system.
7. It’s a great reason to get out for a walk in the park.
8. You get the inside scoop on all the great tips for obedience and behavior problems.
9. Every time you pet a dog your blood pressures goes down.
10. Every time a dog gets petted his confidence goes up.
11. Nothing compares to the transformation of a frightened rescue to a trusting companion.
12. They’re like grandchildren, glad to see them come, glad to see them go (to a good home of course!)
13. Dog hair makes super knitting projects for the kids
14. Nobody is happier to see you come home
15. Did we say 10 reasons?






Program Information
Thank you for opening your heart and home to one of our rescued orphaned dogs.  Your generosity will provide young and old, injured and sick, abused and under socialized dogs a chance to grow or heal before finding their forever homes.   Happy Tails Rescue, Inc. started its mission in 2012.  Since then they have saved hundreds of dogs that might otherwise have been euthanized.  Fostering, plays and integral part in our rescue’s ability to adopt out as many orphaned dogs as possible. 


How the program works
As an approved foster parent, you’ll receive emails from the rescue providing a brief description of those dogs needing foster homes.  When you see a dog that might be a good match for your household and lifestyle, you simply respond to the email.  One of our volunteers will contact you to provide more information and determine if the dog is a good match.  The will also arrange a meeting between you (and your own dog if applicable) and the foster dog.  Happy Tails Rescue, inc. provide you with all the necessary supplies for fostering, support you throughout the entire process, and will be available to address any questions or concerns.


Reasons to foster
Fostering is a wonderful experience for you and your family- you can feel good knowing you have helped save a dog’s life.  Even better, you’ve created space in the rescue to accommodate other homeless dogs.  Foster dogs provide companionship and purpose- your act of kindness is repaid in rewards that are beyond words.

Dogs needing foster homes
· Puppies too young and/or immature to be adopted.
· Puppies and young dogs that require more socialization than available at the shelter.
· Older or senior dogs that will be more comfortable in a home environment.
· Injured dogs and/or those recovering from surgery.
· Neglected or abused dogs that need tender loving care.
· Dogs suffering from “shelter stress” in need of a calming home environment.
· Dogs with colds or with special medical needs.
· Abandoned mothers with litters of puppies.
· Any dog when the shelter becomes overcrowded.
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Foster families provide temporary care for rescued dogs that we have accepted for placement in a permanent home.  Feedback from the foster helps us determine what type of home your foster dog needs.  Your responsibilities would normally include providing a loving environment for your foster dog, obtaining any necessary veterinary care from our approved veterinarians ( all veterinary costs are covered by Happy Tails), and providing basic obedience training.

People decide to foster for a variety of reasons.  Some foster just to foster and rescue dogs, some foster because in the back of their mind they are looking for another dog, and some foster searching for the perfect match.  Some foster homes have a dog, a cat, or children, while others are on their own.  We accept all different types of foster homes and welcome the opportunity to help you learn more.  It is preferred that all of our foster homes have a fenced yard, but it is not required.  As a foster home, you can decide how often you want to foster and which dogs you are willing to foster (age, gender, etc.).

We also have a program that we call Foster-To-Adopt.  This program is designed for an applicant that is actively looking to adopt one of our dogs.  We would ask that you first fill out an online application and please mark that you would like to foster-to-adopt a particular dog that you understand that you have the first right of refusal to adopt.  It’s a good way to test drive your dog and see if they are a perfect match or not.  Our preference is always to move the foster dogs as little as possible.  If there’s a chance that we could place the dog directly into their permanent home, we’ll always try that first.  We’re very flexible with the program and I think that’s why some of our applicants try it.

As you can imagine, not every dog is perfect when they come to our rescue.  We vet them, have them spayed or neutered, and give them guidance where they have lacked in the past.  The biggest issue our dogs typically have is the need for human contact.  Most get along with kids, cats, and other dogs.  Most are housetrained or catch on quickly.  Many are obedience and crate-trained.  The nice part about fostering dogs is the fact that they learn so quickly and are so eager to please.  A little guidance, a lot of love, and a warm home are typically all they needed to be good dogs.

We are a 100% volunteer organization and we have a great foster community.  Other foster homes are always willing to offer advice when someone has a question.  A lot of our volunteers have been doing this for years and there is always someone to help.  Some dogs are given descriptions such as undisciplined, chews everything I own, barks all the time, etc. and with some love and attention, they become the most well-behaved and loyal dogs.













Foster Guidelines

To make your fostering experience as positive as possible for you, your family, and your furry friend, please keep the following guidelines in mind:

1. Arrange to introduce the new animal to your own pet(s), if you have them, outside on neutral territory.  Once inside, introduce him/her gradually to other household members.  Let him/her settle into the new place, and help him/her learn the rules of the house as soon as possible.  Never let the foster take over and place your own animals at risk or under stress.
2. Always use a collar and harness to walk a foster and have it securely fastened so he/she cannot slip out of the collar and run off.  
3. If you find prospective applicants for your foster on your own, please make them aware of the application process found on our web site, http://happytailsrescueinc.wix.com/happy-tails-rescue under the contact us page, as well as Happy Tails requirements and placement donation.  Happy Tails screens applicants very carefully.  First, the written application is evaluated.  Next, a volunteer will call and conduct a phone interview with the applicant and the applicant’s veterinarian.  If the placement is then approved, the dog is introduced to all family members.  A contract is signed, and a placement donation is provided by the applicants.  The donation amount is $150 for our rescued dogs.
4. The foster dog is the property of Happy Tails Rescue, Inc.  Never turn over a foster to someone who claims it is his/her lost pet.  This person could be mistaken, or he/she could be deliberately trying to mislead you.  The animal could have been removed from his/her former home for all kinds of reasons.  The claimant could have mistreated the animal.  Instead, get that person’s name and number and report the claim to your contact for Happy Tails Rescue immediately, and we will investigate.  
5. If necessary, Happy Tails Rescue, Inc. can lend you a crate, a collar and/or leash.  Whenever you transport any animal, make certain you have him/her on a leash.  If you plan to foster on a regular basis, it would be an enormous help to Happy Tails if you could get a crate of your own.  Make sure the animal has ample room to move around when choosing the proper size.
6. Foster families typically provide food, treats, and chew toys for their foster animals, with no reimbursement from Happy Tails.  Most of the time, Happy Tails can provide starter food for foster dogs.  Fosters may also be asked to participate in transporting animals or assisting in house checks.  (We do have donated food available from time to time should you chose to use it).  All fosters are also responsible for bring the foster dog to the events.
7. If your foster animal becomes ill or gets hurt, call your Happy Tails Rescue contact immediately.  Happy Tails Rescue covers medical expenses, but Happy Tails Rescue must authorize treatments and medications before they are administered by our approved veterinarian who will be doing the work.
8. Be careful about what you tell potential applicants.  Avoid giving advice and criticism.  Also avoid answering any questions with absolutes, and never answer any question you are not sure about.  Do not mislead inquirers.  Ask for assistance when you don’t know something.  Tell inquirers you will get back to them as soon as possible.  Always recommended that potential applicants do as much reading about the animal as possible, and if applicable, urge them to sign up for obedience training with a reputable trainer.
9. If you have any hesitations or peculiar feeling or bad vibes about the placement or any of the people involved in the placement of your foster dog(s)—like the family seems great, all except for the angry look on one of the family member’s face—DO NOT ALLOW THE PLACEMENT TO GO FORWARD!  Say the final decision is not yours to make, and we will get back to them as soon as possible.  Try to determine why you are undecided or what is making you wary, and take note of it.
10. Be very familiar with the regulations and policies of Happy Tails Rescue, Inc.  Most of all, remember that no one can be approved until their application is deemed acceptable and the phone interview is satisfactory.  If the applicants are approved, the placement contract must be signed—by the applicant(s) and by a Happy Tails representative—with all information carefully filled out.  Applicants must provide the nonrefundable donation to Happy Tails before taking possession of the dog or upon taking possession of the dog as a Foster/Foster to Adopt.
















Frequently Asked Questions about Fostering a Dog

Happy Tails Rescue, Inc. needs caring, patient and responsible dog lovers to join our foster home team by opening their homes and their hearts to our rescue dogs.  A key component to our Rescue program is the foster home.  The principle behind fostering is to provide the dogs entrusted to our care with a home environment to expedite their mental and/or physical rehabilitation and to evaluate their habits and behavior.  This allows Happy Tails to place the dog with the new family and improve the chances of lifelong enjoyment of the dog and the new family.  Here are some of the most frequently asked questions about being a Foster Parent:
1. How much time does it take?
From an hour a day to however much time you care to spend with the dog.  Most are genuinely grateful with whatever time you have to give them.  Some dogs may need to go to a vet appointment for spay or neuter, shots, follow-up exam, etc.  We do have transport volunteers available if you are unable to get the dog to any necessary appointments.
2. What will I need to do as a foster parent?
You are responsible for the daily care of your foster dog including feeding, exercising, socializing, grooming, reinforcing basic obedience commands, observing and evaluating general behavior and temperament.  And most of all, you must give lots of love and attention to a special dog at an often difficult time in his or her life.

Many dogs need to lose or gain weight.  Some will need help with housebreaking and crate training.  If you want to start basic obedience training the dog, that would be great, but it’s certainly not required.

You will need to report any veterinary visits or other medical care and results of such visits or care to our foster coordinator in order to keep your foster dog’s medical records current and up to date.

As the Foster Parent, you will play a significant role in facilitating the dog’s adoption to a new home.  You will make recommendations to help select the best adoptive family for your foster dog (you will know him/her best).  We sometimes may ask the foster parent to get the adoption contract signed and collect the adoption fee.  Once the dog is placed, you may be asked to do a follow-up telephone call on the dog’s initial adjustment to his/her new home and family.
3. How long does a dog stay in foster care?
Foster dogs are typically in our program from 2 weeks to 2 months (some cases could be longer).  Healthy dogs usually stay 2-4 weeks, special needs dogs or seniors may need months.
4. May I adopt my foster dog?
Happy Tails Rescue, Inc. does not encourage or expect you to adopt your foster dog.  We also recognize the realities of fostering, including the fact that foster families can fall in love with their foster dogs.  Therefore, foster homes always have first right of adoption if they do fall in love and can’t let their dog go.
5. Do I have to be home with the dog all day?
No, many of our foster families are employed outside the home and still provide a quality environment for the dog.  We do require that any time you are unable to directly supervise the foster dog, he/she is confined to a small, secure area, preferably a training crate.  This results in a safe secure place for the dog and keeps concern for the foster family’s safety and home on the forefront.


6. Do I need a fenced yard?
A fenced yard is preferred.  Foster dogs must NEVER be allowed to run free.  If a secure fence surrounds your yard, the dog may be exercised there off leash.  Outside the yard, the dog must be on leash at ALL times.
7. Will I become attached to the dog?
Undoubtedly you will, they bond quickly and give so much back in return for your care and attention.  However, when you meet the people who will provide a permanent loving home for the dog you’ve helped rescue, you will feel immense satisfaction to see them move on to their new and better life.  This also enables you to open up you home and heart to another dog in need.  Many foster homes stay in contact with the adopting family.  
8. May I choose which dogs I foster?
We will call you and discuss at length any potential dog we’re thinking of for you.  You may certainly set limits on the kinds of dogs you foster.  If you are asked to foster a dog that doesn’t seem right for you, you can decline.  If any foster dog you’ve accepted proves too difficult to handle, we can give you advice and help, or he/she can be placed elsewhere.
9. What if I can’t keep him any longer?
While it is best for the dog to stay in one home, we realize plans sometimes change unexpectedly.  When a move is necessary, our Foster Coordinator will know what foster homes are available and which ones might be suitable.  If a dog just isn’t working out, just tell us and we can arrange to move the dog but we will need a sustainable amount of time to do so. 
10. How much does it cost to foster a dog?
Lack of funds should not prevent you from fostering, we only ask you to provide good quality food and lots of love.  You may have additional expenses for any toys you choose to provide and any damages the foster dog may cause.  Happy Tails provides the crate and handles all the foster dog’s veterinary expenses and medications, including heartworm and flea preventive, unless you want to donate these expenses to Happy Tails (they are tax deductible).  We’ll send along any medications we already know the dog needs, and simply ask that you call and let us know if there’s a medical issue that needs to be checked.
11. What happens if I have questions or problems with a foster dog?
All foster homes receive a Foster Home Manual, which provides guidance on handling all aspects of fostering.  In addition, you will get training and education during the foster approval process and there are always plenty of Happy Tails volunteers just a phone call away to answer your questions and provide support.  
12. What does Fostering require?
The first step is filling out the foster application.  Our foster home applicants are contacted by the Foster Home Coordinator and a time set up to come to the applicants home and do an evaluation as to what the home is like, and to answer any questions the applicant may have.  This also helps to establish a relationship between the coordinator and the foster home.  This relationship is key to the open lines of communication needed during the fostering process.

Some knowledge of basic obedience training is desired, but not required.  Some of our dogs just need a warm bed and lots of hugs until they meet the “perfect family.” The most important element is patience.  Some dogs come from loving homes where due to circumstance; they can’t be kept any longer.  Other dogs come from homes where they were neglected, abused, or just weren’t treated as a real part of the family.  Patience and understanding is key to helping a dog become comfortable in its new surroundings.
 
You may decide how often you want to foster.  Many times our foster homes “need a break,” or only want to foster once or twice a year.  That is why it is important to have enough foster homes so that the rescue program doesn’t have to turn down a surrender situation “because there is no room.”
13. Saying Goodbye
We are continually asked, “How do you say goodbye to a dog that’s been a part of your family?”  The answer is, you sometimes cry, it’s not always easy- but, you knew in the beginning that this day would come.  The up side is:
· You know that the dog is going to a home that really wants him/her and is suited for his/her personality.
· You have that sense of accomplishment in seeing your foster dog have a real second chance at a wonderful life.
· After the initial parting, you find you “look forward” to the challenge of helping another foster dog find its “forever” home.  Sometimes you get to see your former foster dog during events or other Happy Tails functions, and you feel very rewarded in the fact that you helped in providing that dog with a loving home.
14. Who pays for medical care if my foster dog needs to go to the vet?
Happy Tails will pay for the dog’s medical care.  We ask that you take the dog to one of our designated vets, and that you obtain prior approval from Happy Tails.  In an emergency, take the dog to the approved vet and Happy Tails will take care of the expense.
15. Senior Dogs
We always have a need for foster homes for senior dogs.  Many of these displaced dog-agers have been loving family dogs for years and have been lost or abandoned through no fault of their own.  Happy Tails does not feel that any senior dog should ever be euthanized at a shelter simply because they are old and no longer wanted.  Most of these senior dogs are low maintenance, well-trained dogs.  They fit easily into any family situation and usually require less exercise.  Senior dogs can be long-term fosters as they usually take longer to adopt.  Fostering one of these dog- oldies can be an immensely rewarding experience.














Thanks

Our thanks cannot be expressed enough for your help.  Without the help of fosters we cannot continue to rescue these unwanted animals.  We hope that you enjoy your time Fostering for Happy Tails Rescue, Inc. and that you continue to foster for us for a long while.  We also hope that you express your joy in fostering to others so that they may make this rewarding choice as well. 
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One Hand, One Paw, One Voice
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